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REPORT  OF  THE  -MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1 969 


To  the  Mayor*  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Wisbech. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  December* 

1 969 . 

In  the  Autumn  the  matter  of  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply 
was  again  discussed  by  the  Health  Committee  as  the  Minister  had 
repeated  his  reminder  to  local  authorities  of  his  wish  that  they 
should  press  on  with  this  matter.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a 
recommendation  to  the  Borough  Council  for  the  appropriate 
addition  of  fluoride  was  carried. 

Throughout  the  year  it  gradually  became  apparent  that  abuse 
of  drugs  by  some  young  people  in  our  town  had  become  a  problem. 
Medical  and  Welfare  personnel  knew  of  many  cases  and'there  was* 
rightly*  widespread  concern.  It  was  felt  appropriate  to  report 
to  the  Health  Committee  that  such  a  situation  had  arisen  and  that 
the  Borough  Medical  Officer  had  been  asked  to  act  as  liaison 
officer  between  all  the  caring  services  involved. 

The  Chairman  and  Committee  wore  anxious  about  the  amount 
of  unused  medicines  which  seem  to  lie  about  in  private  homes. 

A  local  campaign  v/as  organised  to  encourage  the  public  to 
destroy  or  return  all  spare  tablets  and  medicines  to  doctor’s 
surgeries  or  chemist  shops.  Unfortunately*  there  was  an 
extremely  poor  response. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Brook  and  the 
whole  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co-op¬ 
eration  at  all  times.  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  0."  : 
Committee  have  always  shov/n  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
department  and  this  I  very  much  appreciate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 
Your  Obedient  Servant* 

I.  DOREEN  C.  MARTIN,  M.B. *  Ch.B.*  D.C.H.* 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Borough  .o.oooooooa.eooooooooooo  4  *  066  acres 

Estimated  resident  population  mid-1969«°  17*510 

"  "  "  , rnid-1968  o  0  17*550 

Sum  realised  by  a  penny  rate  ....... ....  £  3?&44 

Rateable  value  .00.000.0.0. o.......  89S *439 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..0.000.00000  5*756 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  -  280 


M 

F 

Area  comparability 

factor  -  1o03 

Total 

150 

130 

Legitimate 

130 

112 

Illegitimate 

20 

18 

Rate  per  1,000 

population 

(adjusted) 

- 16.5 

Illegitimate  live  Births  ( 

per  cent  of  total  live  Births)  -  14 

Still  Births  -  3 

M 

F 

Total 

3 

0 

Legitimate 

3 

0 

• 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

total 

live 

and  still  Births 

-  11 

Total  Live  and  Still 

.  Births  - 

283 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

-  251 

M 

F 

Area  Comparability 

factor  -  0.75 

Total 

121 

130 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the 

i  estimate#  resident  mid-1969 

population  -  10*7 

Infant  Deaths  (under 

one  year) 

-  3 

M 

F 

Total 

3 

0 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

total 

live 

Births 

-  11 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  Births  -  8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  Births-  2 6 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  Births)  -  7 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  Births)  -  7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  Births)  -  18 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  -  Number  of  deaths  -  0 


Rate  por  1,000  total  live  and  still  Births 


0 
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Vital  Statistics  contTd  . ,  6 .  •  • 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  1  year 


Intracrainal  Haemorrhage  9  Gross  Prematurity  •  * .  *  *  1 
Gross  Prematurity  •  ooo»t>oo»*»«c<,o#ooo««o0oo*9«o#c; 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  and  Obstructive  Jaundioel 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  -  54 


Live  Births  Still  Birth 9  Death  and  Infant 

Mortality  Rates  during  past  six  years 


"  -  "  "■  . . .  ! 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Live  Birth  Rate 

■ 

Wisbech  Borough 

19.28 

16.59 

17.27 

15.97 

\  ! 

14.11 

16.5 

Cambs.  &  Isle  of  Ely 

18.06 

16.3 

15.7 

15.7 

14.9 

14.5 

England  and  Wales 

18.5 

18.1 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

16.3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

■ . . .  ■ 

Wisbech  Borough 

15.01 

13^98 

10.17 

0 

32 

11 

Cambs*  &  Isle  of  Ely 

15.54 

10.7 

15.3 

14 

13 

9 

England  and  Wales 

16.4 

15.8 

15.4 

14.8 

14 

13 

Death  Rate 

\7isbech  Borough 

10.12 

9.55 

\ 

11.15 

11.43 

11.32 

10.7 

Cambs.  Sc  Isle  of  Ely 

10.99 

9.8 

10.4 

10.2 

11 

11  >  1 

England  and  Wales 

11.3 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

11.9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wisbech  Borough 

21.34 

> 

24.82 

37.67 

\ 

11.11 

8 

11 

Cambs.  Sc  Isle  of  Ely 

18.31 

15.6 

14.9 

14, 

14 

18 

16 

England  and  Wales 

19.9 

19 

I8.9 

18.3 

18 

i 
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GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely 

Executive  Councils 


1 6  Station  Road? 
Cambridge, 


Clerks 


F,G.  Lloyd  Esq. 


East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Boards  Union  Lane , 

Chesterton* 

Cambridge, 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officers  Dr.  G.D.  Duncan. 

(a)  Generals  (l)  Forth  Cambridgeshire  Hospital*  Wisbech. 

(2)  Clarkson  Hospital*  Wisbech. 

.  (3)  Memorial  Hospital*  Peterborough., 

(4)  Addenbrookes  Hospital*  Cambridge. 

.  (5)  Doddington  Hospital*  Doddington. 

(b)  Maternity s  (l)  Bowthorpe  Maternity  Home*  Wisbech. 


All  primiparous  mothers  may  be  confined  in  the  obstetric 
unit  and  other  mothers  may  b.e  admitted  for  obstetric  abnormality. 

Since  the  General  Practitioners  Unit  was  opened  the  number  of 
home  confinements  has  fallen  markedly  as  every  mother  may  now 
be  confined  in  hospital. 

j 

(c)  Infectious  >  (l)  Isolation  Hospital*  Peterborough. 

Diseases s  (2.)  Hardwick  Isolation  Hospital*  King’s  Lynn. 

( d )  Tuberculosis  s 

The  area  chest  physician  holds  a  weekly  clinic  at  North 
Cambridgeshire.  Hospital*  Wisbech.  , 

In-patient  accommodation  is  provided  through  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Board. ■ 

^.1 

(e)  Mental  Illness  § 

Accommodation  is  provided  through  the  East  Anglian  Regional 

Hospital  .Board*  usually  in  Eulbourne  Hospital.  This  is  arranged 

directly  by  the  Local  General  Practitioners.  The  area 

psychiatrist  holds  a  weekly  clinic  at  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital. 

.  •  > 

(f)  Venereal  (l)  Addenbrookes  Hospital*  Cambridge. 

Disease s  (2)  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital*  Peterborough. 

(3)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

(g)  Medical  Equipment  Services g 

Medical  Equipment  is  provided*  on  loan*  by  the  St,  John’s 
Ambulance  Division  and  the  Red  Cross  Medical  Loan  Depot  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council, 
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COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Midwifery,  General  Sick  and  Public  Health  Nursings 

The  nursing  staff  is  employed  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle 
of  Ely  County  Council  either  directly  or  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Nursing  Association  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act? 
1946.  There  are  3  district  nurses  and  1  midwife  in  the  Borough# 

V 

The  midwife  is  qualified  to  administer  gas/air  analgesia, 
pethedine  and  trilene  and  the  necessary  machines  approved  by 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  are  available  for  her  use# 

(b)  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service s 

The  radio-controlled  ambulance  system  is  now  working  well# 

There  is  one  ambulance  control  centre  at  March  which  directs 
ambulances  and  hospital  cars  with  speed  and  economy  to  the 
points  where  they  are  required#  As  part  of  the  overall  scheme, 

3  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Wisbech  and  there  are  7 % other 
ambulances  throughout  the  Northern  Area  of  the  County* 

( c)  Infant  and  Child  Welfares 

The  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  Horsefair  is 
held  twice  weekly  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons* 

The  midwife  holds  an  antenatal  clinic  for  expectant  mothers 
who  are  to  be  confined  at  home* 

( d)  School  Minor  Ailments  Clinic g 

County  Clinic,  The  Horsefair,  Wisbech# 

(e)  School  Dental  Clinics 

County  Clinic,  The  Horsefair,  Wisbech# 

(f )  Home  Help  Service g 

Available  for  confinements,  cases  of  illness  and  for 
social  reasons  in  the  aged. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  (Directors  Dr#  J#  Glencross) 
Peterborough  and  District  Memorial  Hospital, 

Midland  Road, 

Peterborough*  . 

V 

Public  Analyst,  (S#  Greenburgh  P#H#D#,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C#) 

The  Laboratory,  Tenison  Road, 

Cambridge. 
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OTHER  SERVICES 


Health  Education 


All  primiparous  women  are  given  the  opportunity  of  attending  . 
relaxation  and  mother  and  bahy  care  classes  during  their  pregnancy. 
Recognised  Women’s  meetings  e.g.  Church  Groups  and  Women’s  Rural 
Institute  Meetings  occasionally  ask  for  a  speaker  on  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  and  such  requests  are  readily  complied  with  by  the  Health 
Department  a 

Lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  and  the  work  of  the  department  have 
been  given  by  Dr.  Martin?  Mr.  Brook  and  his  staff?  to  students  at 
the  Isle ‘of  Ely  College. 

Meals  on  Wheels 


For  some  years  now?  the  Womens  Voluntary  Service  has  provided 
’’Meals  on  Wheels”  service  for  the  aged  on  two  days  each  week.  This 
plays  an  important  part  in  helping  to  prevent . deterioration  of 
health  in  the  very  old  who  live  by  themselves.  The  food  is  cooked 
at  The  Metal  Box  Company  Canteen  and  a  very  small  charge  is  made 
to  the  recipients. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  Total  notified  during  year 


O  o 


990400  00004 


000000000000009 


0000000090 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Chickenpox 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery  * . 

Erysipelas  I'oooqog^o.o 
Enteric  Fever  • ,  • .  ...  • 
Food  Poisoning 
Gastro  Enteritis  • • . .  • 
Infective  Hepatitis  * . 
- . e a sles  .©.oo.o©o.o..o 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever  . 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia  . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Smallpox 

Whooping  Cough  . . 


0000 

0  0  0  9 


0  9  0  0 

o  0  ♦ 

0000 

OO0Q 

0000 

0000 

O  0  0  o 

0  0  9  0 

0  0  0  0  0  9  0 


0  0  0  0 


00000000900 


#0000009 


0090000  000900 


00000 


0000 

0  0  9  0 

0  0  0  0 

9  9  0  0 

0  9  0  0 


0  9  0  0 

9  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  9  9 

9  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 

9  9  0  0 

0  0  0  9 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  9 

0  0  9  0 

0  9  0  0 

9  9  0  # 

0  9  0  0 

9  0  0  0 

0  0  0  # 

9  0  0  # 


0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

4 

10 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

1 
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Infectious  Diseases  cont  * d 
Notifications  of  Tuberculosis 


O  C  O  4  O  0 


- 

New 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

N  on-  Pu  Imonar  y 

Age  Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

-  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-15 . 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

-  25  ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-  45  ■  ■  ■ 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

-  65  and  over ■ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Age  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

1 

0 

0 

0 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATHS  YEAR  1969 

M 

F 

Total 

MOO 

OQOOOOOCOO 

qqqoooggoocoo  q 

ooocooooooo  o 

90  00000 
66000  ooMMMoooeq 
*opoMooooo'9oo*M 

MOOOOOOOOOOOM 
MOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0 

OOOO 

o  e  o  0  f 


o  4  e  0 


0  eeoooo^o 


Malignant  Neoplasm *  Buccal  Cavity  etc 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm* ’  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Lung*  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm*  Prostate 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diaberes  Mollitus  *oe»o«eo,**f,oo»o»*««oe* 
Other  Endocrine  etc*  Diseases  ••••••• 

Anaemias  a*,*,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,*,  *  <>  • 
Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc*  **00000,,**** 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc. 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  • 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  * 
Cerebrovascular  Disease 
Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  •«,*• 

InflUenZa  #,,,oc<>o,,oooooaocoooo«,ooe,o»o. 

Pneumonia  *o*o,,o,o»,o,  ,  o  oo»oo»,*,,o,«*«** 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  * , *  * • *  • ,  •  • . » ,  •  •  •  • 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  *,.*, 
Peptic  Ulcer  **,00,00, ,,«*«•,, *o««o*o*<>,*. 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  * . 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anomalies  *  • .  * .  *  * . * 

Birth  Injury*  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Symptoms  and  ill  -defined  conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . * . . . 

All  other  accidents 


1 

5 

2 

10 


2 

6 

1 


3 

1 


000000400000000000 


000000000600 


904000000000000090 


O  O  O  9  0  9 


0  0  9  4  0  0 


1 

3 

4 

2 

9 

3 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

8 

6 

12 

9 

3 

2 

12 

3 

3 
1 
1 

4 
1 


oe,,*e**o*oo,o**,*ao«. 


Totals  all  causes 


21 

23 

44 

4 

11 

15 

22 

19 

41 

2 

7 

9 

1 

1 

2 

12 

14 

26 

11 

3 

14 

3 

3 

6 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

i 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

121 

130 

251 
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Lcaths  from  Selected  Causes  during  the  years  1963  -  1969 


! 

1963 

1964 

1965 

19  66 

■ "  "'i 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Lung  Cancer 

8 

11 

9 

11 

10 

13 

12(7)* 

/  / 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

4 

0 

2 

4 

1 

3(3)* 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

8 

t 

4 

/ 

4 

2 

9(1)* 

Suicide 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

0 

TOTALS 

17 

21 

i  -1 

20 

20 

_ 

19 

: j 

18 

:  i, 

24(11)*  j 

J 

I  draw  your  attention  to  these  causes  of  death  as  “being 
essentially  preventable ,  The  number  of  deaths  from  lung 
cancer 5  of  course?  gives  no  indication  of  the  number  of 
cases  diagnosed  and  successfully  treated* 


(*  Number  in  brackets  are  under  6 5  years  of  ago). 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor?  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Wisbech* 

.  X 

•  '  ’  •  •  ■  I  *  _  *.  V 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen? 

I  have  the  pleasure  in  submitting  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report 
upon  environmental  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Borough. 

Vigorous  activity  was  maintained  in  all  fields  of  housing.  The 
year  began  with  one  of  the  most  vociferous  Public  Inquiries  with 
which  I  have  been  associated.  In  contrast  subsequent  Inquiries 
later  in  the  year  were  quite  tranquil  with  few  participants  -  illus¬ 
trating  as  it  were  satisfaction  amongst  the  public?  particularly 
ovTner/occupiers  with  the .enhanced  compensation  provisions  mentioned 
in  the  Housing  Act?  1969*  The  clearance  programme  accelerated  for 
the  period  1968/72  stretched  the  capacity  of  each  department.  The 
national  economic  situation  influenced  the  Council  to  review  the 
rate  of  clearance.  A  decision  was  reached  spread  out  over  a  longer 
period  the  representation  of  outstanding  clearance  areas.  Housing 
improvements  have  continued  to  be  encouraged.  Future  action  to 
deal  with  area  improvement  will  be  concerned  not  only  with  modernisa¬ 
tion  of  dwellinghouses  but  also  the  improvement  of  the  surrounding 
environment • 

There  is  always  work  and  advice  to  give  to  all  food  establish¬ 
ments.  There  has  been  a  considerable  investment  in  modern  food 
preparation  and  preservation  equipment  at  food  factories  within  the 
Borough.  As  clearance  areas  continue  to  be  represented  one  sees  the 
diminution  of  smaller  retail  outlets.  A  greater  number  of  animals 
was  slaughtered  destined  for  wholesale  cutlets  in  the  midland  and 
southern  regions.  More  stringent  measures  were  introduced  to 
control  the  transport  of  unfit  meat.  These  measures  fall  heavily 
on  a  town?  such  as  Wisbech? , in  which  is  located  a  thriving  pet 
animal  food  canning  factory. 

As  we  pass  towards  1970?  the  year  dedicated  to  conservation? 
may  I  remind  members  of  the  precious  clean  air  which  pervades  the 
area.  Let  us  maintain  firm  vigilance  to  maintain  this  asset.  A 
critical  period  lies  ahead  to  deal  with  dust  problems  emanating  in 
the  port  area.  Loyalties  may  be  divided  in  a  port  authority  trying 
to  encourage  trade.  But  in  a  modern  technological  age?  adequate 
machinery  is  available  to  handle  commodities  in  a  manner  which  will 
not  violate  a  tolerable  limit  of  dust. 


No  staff  changes  have  taken  place.  Whilst  the  department 
may  appear  settled  the  year  has  been  buzzing  with  proposals 
and  counter  proposals  for  changing  the  pattern  of  local  govern¬ 
ment  ♦  The  function  of  environmental  health  should  be  controlled 
by  elected^ members  and  officers  with  intimate  knowledge  of  local 
conditions# 

My  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  guidance  and  my  appreciation  to  colleagues 
and  staff  for  their  interest  and  activities  in  the  work  often 
carried  out  in  trying  circumstances. 


I  am?  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  BROOK,  F.A.P.Hil., 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTSs 


HOUSING  ACTSs 


Complaints  -  Housing  •  e « .  •  • » •  •  a . . »  43 

Other  . . .  o  o  * . .  .  » •  155 

Revisits  aaaaeaaoacooaaaaaaaaoeaaa  2^3 

Works  in  progress  . . 22 

Drains  inspected  and/or  tested  291 

Sewer  connections  . 24 

Refuse  a  a  a  a  a  0  0  .  o  •  ,  .  •  •  o  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  1 9 

Caravans  a  • « a  •  * « * . .  •  •  •  •  a « . . . .  194 

Infectious  Diseases  • .  «  *  #  •  •  •  •  a  a  a  *  •  106 

Verminous  premises  a  a  a  • .  e » •  „  a  #  a  # « ,  52 

MiSCellaneOUS  aaaooocoaaeoaaoaoaae  430 


Inspected . and  recorded  a  * . . . . . 

Revisits  aotaaaaaoaeaooacaaoaaaa®? 

Works  in  progress  a  •  •  •  •  •  • « « a  •  •  •  •  a  • 

Housing  applications  a  • .  •  *  •  •  •  a « •  a ♦ 
Improvement  Grants  a  a .  a » •  a  a . . ,  •  • .  • 


172 

520 

27 

12 

252 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTs 


Slaughterhouses  aaoaaaaaaaaa.aaaa* 

Visits  for  collection  of  samples  a 

Hawker  S  ocoaaoeeaoataaaaaoaoeaeoaa 

Food  Hygiene  Vis:  ts  a  a  a  c  a  a  a  a  •  a  a  a  a  a 

Ice  Cream  Premises  „  a .  a .  •  a  a « . .  a  •  0  a 
Dairy  Premises  e»oo*o«eo»o«ooo»»*e 

Market  Stalls  a . .  a  a  a  a  a  «  .  a  a  a  a 

Condemned  food  visits  .  a » o « *  * . . « o a 
Poultry  inspections  •  •  •  a .  a ......  *  a 


RENT  ACT i  Inspections  and  revisits  a  a » *  a » * , .  0 

SHOPS  ACTs  Inspections  and  revisits  aaeooaaa*  9 


OFFICES 9  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  Inspections  and  revisits  aao«...aa  47 

PREMISES  ACT  S  General  oooaaooaooooaaeaaaaaaaoaaa  5^ 

FACTORIES  ACTs  Inspections  and.  revisits  »a«  19 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 8  Inspections  and  ohservations  «*aaa  54 

RODENT  CONTROL g  ‘  Inspections  and  revisits  •  *•••••■•  a  202 

NOISE  ABATEMENTS  Inspections  . 27 

\  \ 

PORT  HEARTH  AUTHORITY s  Inspections  . 255 

>  \ 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACTs  Inspections  . 6 

\  ' 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTs  Inspections  . .  a . .  a  a  •  • .  • .  •  •  •  a .  a .  a .  •  1 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  Inspections  a .o.a  8 

ESTABLISHMENTS  ACTs 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Borough  of  Wisbech  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the 
Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board,  A  mains  supply  is  generally 
available  throughout  the  Borough, 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  shallow  bore  holes  situate  at 
Mar ham  and  Beechamwell  in  the  County  of  Norfolk.  The  latter 
supply  has  only  recently  been  commissioned  and  is  now  readily 
available  to  supplement  the  Marham  source.  An  additional 
source  of  supply  is  available  from  the  River  Nar  at  Mar ham 9 
.although  this  is  only  likely  to  be  in  use  at  exceptional 
periods  of  peak  demand  in  the  height  of  the  canning  season. 

The  schedule  of  extensions  to  mains  shows  an  addition  of 
1  9620  yards  (all  in  p.v.c0)9  200  new  connections  were  made 
generally  to  new  dwellings. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  without  internal 
supply  iss- 

Town  3§  Rural  Areas 

Examination  of  Water  Supply 


The  Manager  of  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  has 
made  available  regular  monthly  summaries  of  routine  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  in  addition  to  which  the 
department  has  submitted  water  samples  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory 9  Peterborough  for  examination. 

The  samples  taken  by  the  public  health  inspectors  included 
mains  v/ator.from  houses 9  offices 9  caravan  sites 9  shops  and 
public  taps. 


Raw  Waters  (at  source) 


! 

» 

i 

r '  * 

* 

No.  of 
samples 

'  1 .  1  ■  ~  . . | 

Coliforms  j 

Negative  j  Positive 

Water  Board 

|  Bacteriological 

t 

j 

239 

: 

] 

230 

..."  •• 

• 

9 

The..  Wat  or  Board  carried  out  41  chemical  analyses,  of 
raw  water  at  tho  source  and  these  were  satisfactory. 


•.«,  V  v<* 
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Examination  of  Water  Supply  cont 1 d 
Treated  Waters 


Samples 

Results 

Submitted 

Satisfactory  • 

. 

Unsatisfactory 

Water  Board 

» 

Bacteriological 

677 

677 

Nil  ■ 

Chemical 

76 

76 

Nil 

Health  Department 

Bacteriological 

p 

12 

12 

!  Nil  ! 

! 

Extensions  to  Mains 


6"  Main  Extension 

Oldfield  Lane/Cromv/ell  Road  I9O87  yards  6"  p.v.c. 

Housing  site  off  Clarence  Road  1 87  yards  4n  p#v#.c. 


Prospect  Place 


241  yards  4"  p.v,c» 
101  yards  3n  p.v*c. 


TOTAL  MIN  LAID 


1 ,  620  yards 


•  New  connections  made  in  the 
“  Borough  during  the  year 

1969.  200 
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Typical  Chemical  Analysis 

Tapwater  24th  November 9  19^9?  1.15  P*ra. 

Bacteriological  Results 

Number  of  "bacteria  growing  on  agar  per  ml.  in  24 
hours  at  37°0 


009000090 


o*ooo«oo«9<iooe90©  + 


Number  of  bacteria  growing  on  agar  per  ml.  in  72 

hOUrS  at  20  0  .eoooeaoooeaao.eoooo.a.oaoaaa.ao. 


®  O  O  ©  0 


Coliform  count  per  100  ml.  * 

\  s 

Bact.  coli  I  count  per  100  ml.  • 
Physical  Characteristics 


0  0  9 


0  000000000000009 


0 

0 

0 

0 


Appearance ...... 

.  Clear  and  bright 

PH  .  0  0  0  a  .  • 

7.2 

Turbidity  • 

.  Nil 

Odour  «ao. 

Nil 

Colour  • . . .  «t.  • .  • 

.  Nil 

laste  .... 

Nil 

Chemical  results 

expressed  in  parts 

per  million 

o 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO# 


Free  carbon  dioxide 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs •  at  27  ^C  . . .  . « . .  • .  0 . » . . 
Ammonia cal  nitrogen  a.aoo.eoooooaoaooooocooooo.. 
Alouminoid  nitrogen  •eooooso.oooeoo.o.oo.e.o.oe  » 

Nitrate  nitrogen  .aoaoaoooooeoooaooaooooooeoooeo 

Nitrite  nitrogen  «ooooooeoeoooooo»ooo®9»ooc«o9o» 

Alkalinity  as  OaOO  ^  .oooooooeooaaaeooaoooooooao. 

Hardness  as  CaC03°  Total  oooooo©oeooo.eoooooo«. 

Carbonate  (temporary) 
Non-carbonate  ( permanent ) 
Rcsiduci!  chlorine  9©oooo©©o©oooooooooooo6ooooo©9 
Total  solids  9  dr  ied  ac  i  8  0  C  oo®©©9oo©ooo©t>ooo©# 


oooo^o 

9  o 


Aluminium  (Al) 
Calcium  (Ca)  . 
Iron  (Fo)  • 
Magnesium  (Mg)  . 
Mangano s  e  ( Mn )  • 
Lead  (Pb)  ... 


oeoeaoooeoooeooaooooaoooooooaoeo. 

0  ooa  oocaooooeooooooo  oooeooaoooooao 

.ooe.oaaeeaoaco.oDooaa.ooeo.aoao.oo.. 

csoaooe»oo»o«oc»o©e»OQ.»ee*co<«. 

a  a  o  o  0  p  ooooooooaaoa  ©ea.ooooeo.eea 


Sodium  (Na)  • 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Silica  (Si02)  .... 
Sulphate  (SO4)  . 
Carbonate  (CO^)  . 
Chloride  (Cl) 
Fluoride  (f) 


ooooooooaceoeeaooaoaeaaaaeaaaaaoaoe 


9  a 


oooooooooooooeoaoocooo.oft.a.eoo 

.oo.oeeooeoooooaooooooooeoao.ao.oaao.e 

oooa.ooooaoooeooo.o.e.o.eo.e.. 
oooQoe.oooooooo.eeao.aoooooooo.a 

aooooaooaeaaaoooaoooaoaoaoeoao. 

oaooao.o.ooooeooocooe.eoe.eoooooo. 

eocoooeoococoaooaoaooeas.a.eaeeoao 


General  Remarks 


25.3 

0.40 

Nil- 

0.03 

7.2 

Nil 

212.5 

280 

212.5 
67*5 
0.70 

Not  examined 
Nil 

107.5 
0.005 

Not  examined 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  examined 

Nil 

7.0 

Not  examined 
127*5 

31.5 
0.02 


The  above  results  indicate  a  water  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character.  It  is  suitable  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically 
as  a  public  supply  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

J.S.  Collins 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist 
Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board 
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swimming  BATHS 


The  Borough  Council  own  and  operate,  at  Crabmarsh,  an 
unheated  open  air  swimming  pool  with  a  capacity  of  120,000 
gallons.  The  source  of  water  used  in  the  hath  is  the  mains 
supply  of  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  and  the 
treatment  is  hy  a  Bell  Bros,  sand  filter  using  soda  and 
alumina  prior  to  filtration  and  chlorination,  The  water 
in  the  hath  is  circulated  once  every  8  hours* 


Five  school  swimming  pools  operated  during  the 
summer  months  as  follows s~ 


St*  Peters  School 
Peckover  School 
Queen’s  Boys’  School 
Queen’s  Girls’  School 
Ramnoth  Road  School 


10,000  gals. 
1 8,000  gals , 
56,000  gals, 
39 9 000  gals. 
10,000  gals. 


Sand  filters 
Cloth  filters 
Sand  filters 
Diatomite  filter 
Sand  filters 


All  of  the  school  pools  use  hypochlorite  solutions 
for  sterilising  water. 

As  in  previous  years,  close  liaison  was  maintained  with 
pool  operators  and 'assistance  given  where  problems  arose. 
Regular  visits  were  made  to  each  pool  during  summer  term. 


Sample  Result  s 


Pool 

Samples 

r — — ■ — 

Results 

1  Submitted 

! 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Crabmarsh 

8 

8 

0 

Peckover  School 

4 

. 

4 

. 

0 

Quoon’s  Boys’  School  ' 

3 

3 

0 

Queen’s  Girls’  School 

4  ! 

4 

0 

Ramnoth  Road  School 

4 

4 

0 

!  St.  Peters  School 

I  i 

E 

i 

2  ; 

2 

0 

j 

If 
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SEWERAGE  A ND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Two-thirds  of  the  built  up  parts  of  the  town  are  provided 
with  public  sewers.  Disposal  of  the  sewage  is  by  lagoons  on 
silt  land  except  that  the  area  is  grossly  inadequate  resulting 
in  constant  use  of  storm  water  installations.  The  outlet  from 
the  latter  pours  concentrated  sewage  into  the  River  Nene. 

In  19^7  I  reported  details  of  agreements  reached  between 
the  Borough  Council  and  two  neighbouring  Rural  District  Councils 
as  follows s- 

(a)  to  provide  an  up-to-date  sewage  disposal  plant*  in 

addition  to  the  existing  sewage  farm*  to  treat 
sewage  from  all  the  built-up  parts  of  tho  Borough 
together  with  neighbouring  parishes  from  the  rural 
districts | 

(b)  to  provide  sewers  in  the  remaining  third  portion 

of  the  built-up  area  of  the  town* 

A  Ministry  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  month  of  October 
but  no  decision  had  been  issued  by  tho  end  of  the  year.  One 
hopes  that  the  long  awaited  outcome  of  the  Inquiry  will  soon 
be  known  and  that  a  start  may  be  made  on  the  scheme  in  the 
near  future.  Earlier  in  the  year  agreemant  was  reached  on  the 
siting  of  the  proposed  works  and  planning  permission  had  been 
obtained  for  the  use  of  the  land  as  a  sewage  treatment  works. 

As  a  result  of  constant  complaints  from  residents  of  the 
North  Brink  area  and  the  overloading  of  the  sewer  on  Chapel 
Road  caused  by  the  emptying  of  cesspool  contents  into  this 
length  of  sower*  alternative  arrangements  wore  made  and  tho 
cesspool  emptying  vehicles  now  discharge  at  a  purpose  made 
discharge  point  near  the  pumping  station  on  Lynn  Road.  This 
has  proved  to  be  a  distinct  improvement  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received  by  the  Health  Department  regarding  this 
process • 

>Thc  charge  for  cesspool  emptying  was  increased  from 
4/Od. , to 4 10/Od.  Where  a  sower  is  available  tho  cost  is  now 
£2.14*0do 

The  cost  of  treating  trade  effluents  discharged  into 
tho  public  sower  was  increased  during  tho  year  from  8-J-d. 
to  lOf-d.  per  1*000  gallons. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A  regular  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained 
throughout  the  district*  Additional  collections  arc  made  from 
catering  establishments#  Trade  refuse  is  collected  from 
commercial  premises  for  which  a  charge  is  made. 

Trade  refuse  continues  to  pose  problems#  Although  the 
recently  introduced  ’'approved  paper  sack”  system  functions 
reasonably  well  for  the  majority  of  premises 9  there  are 
exceptions  and  the  department  received  several  complaints 
from  traders#  One  serious  disadvantage  from  the  traders 
point  of  view  is  the  time  taken  to  break  down  cardboard  boxes 
etc.  into  pieces  small  enough  to  fit  into  the  approved  sack# 
Another  snag  has  been  encountered  in  that  the  paper  sacks  do 
not  hold  wot  refuse#  This  second  complaint  has  been  largely 
taken  care  of  by  issuing  plastic  sacks  in  lieu  of  the  paper 
ones*  It  may  well  be  that  the  answer  will  be  to  introduce  a 
trade  refuse  collection  scheme  utilising  large  capacity 
containers#  This  will  involve  the  purchase  of  a  more  expen¬ 
sive  special  vehicle  capable  of  handling  the  containers# 

This  system  is  adopted9and  works  satisfactorily ,  in  many  towns 
but  it  remains  to  bo  seen  whether  there  is  sufficient  demand 
for  this  type  of  service# 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  moans  of  controlled  tipping 
along  lengths  of  the  disused  Wisbech  Canal  under  the  Joint 
Disposal  Committee  made  up  of  representatives  of  the  three 
local  councils# 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Situation 

- 

i 

Women 

Men 

w.c!s 

w.cfs 

urinals 

Barton  Road 

1 

1 

2 

Cattle  Market 

2 

1 

2 

Horsefair 

3 

1 

6 

Market  Place 

4 

3 

7 

Mount  Pleasant 

2 

1 

3 

Norfolk  Street 

3 

2  j 

4 

Norwich  Road 

2 

1 

3 

Old  Market 

3 

2 

6 

The  Park 

i 

4 

2 

4 

Hand  washing  facilities  arc  generally  available  in  all 
conveniences  except  at  Barton  Road. ,  No  permanent  attendants 
are  employed  at  any  one  convenience. 
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PERSONAL  CLEANSING 

Eleven  persons  used  the  facilities  at  the  Health 

Department  during  the  year* 

* 

It  is  significant  that  most  persons  used  the  bathroom 
at  the  department  on  their  own  initiative  and  it  is  now  rare 
for  individuals  to  be  directed  to  do  so* 

Arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  engineer  at  Clarkson 
Hospital  for  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  bedding 
and  clothing^  terminal  disinfection  of  rooms  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease  is  carried  out  by  inspectors  when  required. 

MILK 

There  is  one  pasteurisation  plant  within  the  Borough  operated 
by  the  Peterborough  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited 
at  Norwich  Road.  All  milk  is  transported  from  the  farm  to 
the  dairy  in  insulated  bulk  delivery  vehicles.  The  old  system 
of  delivering  milk  supplies  from  the, farms  in  individual 
churns  has  been  completely  abandoned. 

The  largest  proportion  of  milk  consumers  are  supplied 
with  heat  treated  milk  but  a  small  quantity  of  farm  bottled 
untreated  milk  continues  to  be  retailed. 

A  total  of  72  milk  bottles  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  48  .were  found  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  bacteriological  standard*  In  the  cases  where 
results  proved  unsatisfactory  investigations  and  consultations 
with,  the  management  resulted  in  subsequent  samples  satisfying 
the  standard. 

Dairy  Cream 

10  samples  of  heat  treated  cream  were  obtained  from 
retailers  and  submitted  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  There  are  no  statutory  bacteriological  standards 
for  cream  at  the  present  time  but  the  Methylene  Blue  test  is 
used  to  assess  the  keeping  quality  of  the  cream.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  all  the  samples  (with  the  exception 
of  two)  submitted  were?  in  the  opinion  of  the  bacteriologist? 
unsatisfactory ?  indicating  that  the  methods  of  storage?  cleansing 
procedures  or  temperature  control  were  at  fault.  The  results 
were  communicated  to  the  producers  and  advice  given. 
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Milk  cont f  d  ...o.o 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 


52  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory ,  Peterborough  fcr  examination* 


Type  of  Milk 

No*  of 
samples 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

\mmm"  1  1  r  ■ 

] 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Biological 
Test  ! 

oat  • 

Unsat « 

Sat  * 

Unsat* 

Sat* 

Unsat « 

Sat . 

Unsat  *i 

Untreated 

7 

6 

1 

7 

Pasteurised 

35 

35 

35 

— 

— 

- 

— 

~ 

i  Sterilised 

'  -  .  . 

10 

- 

.   .  1 

" 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 TOTALS 

52 

41 

| 

l L  i 

35 

. ..... 

'10 

j 

7  . 

_ 

i 

“  ! 

Brucella  Abortus 


Pour  samples  of  untreated  milk  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  all  proved 
negative • 

Vending  Machines 

Regular  surveillance  was  kept  of  milk  vending  machines 
at  various  canteens* 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AID  MEAT  INSPECTION 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughter e-d  since 
’’Appointed  Bay’1  -  1st  January 9 


Year 

Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  includ¬ 
ing  Sows  and 
Boars 

Total  number  of 
animals  expressed 
in  Cattle  Units 

1961 

1,774 

15  . 

2,554 

9,650 

7,115 

1962 

2,072 

26 

2,384 

9,538 

7,323 

1963 

2,392 

5 

2,739 

9,689 

7,785 

1964 

6  5864 

11 

7*220 

9,781 

1 3? 202 

1965 

!  8,529 

23 

4,597 

10,893 

14,899 

1966 

9,693 

47 

4,599 

10,674 

15,959 

1967 

9,617 

■  6 

4,101 

12^289 

16,583 

1968 

10*272 

30 

4,294 

21,078 

21,676 

1969 

9,913 

18 

3,475 

30,055 

 — . -  ... 

25,639 
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S laughter houses  and  Meat  Inspection  cont ! d  *  •  * . .  • 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  operating  in 
the  district. 

A  high  throughput  of  animals  was  maintained  in  the 
local  slaughterhouses 9  in  marked  contrast  to  the  diminishing 
number  of  animals  sold  through  the  local  auction  market. 

This  trend  of  direct  transport  of  animals  from  farm  to 
slaughterhouse  has  a  marked  influence  on  slaughterhouse 
operations.  Animals  do  not  suffer  double  journeys  and  are 
usually  rested . within  a  short  time  of  arrival  at  the 
slaughterhouse.  Slaughtering  hours  are  more  readily 
controlled  when  animals  movements  are  controlled  from  the 
s laught  er hous  e . 

Modern  methods  of  husbandry  bring  changing  lesions 
to  carcases  passing  the  inspector.  Less  obvious  conditions 
must  be  anticipated  and  searched  for9  particularly  in  pork. 

Dressed  meat  and  offal  aro  now  stored, in  up  to  date 
refrigerated  compartments  of  modern  design.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  scale  pressure  has  had  to  be  constantly  brought  to 
bear  upon  bye-product  contractors  who  seem  to  prefer  using 
discarded  oil  drums  to  store  and  handle  putrefactive  waste. 
Modernisation  of  these  methods  are  promised  and  given  the 
co-operation  of  buyer  and  seller  a  proper  hydraulic 
container  service  can  be  introduced  in  the  near  future. 

I  have  boon  pleased  to  notice  the  success  of  cleansing 
carcases  using  water  sprays  after  finally  discarding  use  of 
wiping  clothes. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December 9  1 969 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Sov/s 

and 

Boars 

Number-  killed 

9,879 

34 

18 

3,475 

29,337 

718 

Number  inspected 

9,879 

,34 

18 

3,475 

29,337 

718 
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Slaught or houses  and  Moat  Inspection  cont 1 d  c 
Meat  condemned  during  the  .year 


Cattle 
exc  luding 
Cows 

. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

- —  -  -  -n 

i 

Sows 

and 

Boars 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis s 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

0 

0 

5 

55 

13 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2,8i0 

15 

8 

79 

3  5  200 

42 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

28.55C 

44.12/o 

\ 

44  0  4^ 

2.42/ 

1 1 .09/ 

7 .66^ 

Tuberculosis  onlys 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

j 

0 

0 

0 

42 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

i 

• 

0 

ro 

0 

0 

0 

.14 $ 

.41/ 

Cysticercosis  § 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat 
-ment  by  refrigeration 

!  5 

0 

0 

; 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

t 

* 

0 

0 

— 

| 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered s 


43,461 


Quantities  condemned g  Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 


518  lbs • 
56?671  lbs. 

\ 

57? 189  lbs . 


Knackers  Yard 

There  is  no  knackers  yard  within  the  Borough?  although  tv/o  such 
premises  are  available  within  10  miles  of  Wisbech. 
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COMPLAINTS  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  FOOD 


During  1969*  the  department  dealt  with  7  formal  complaints 
relating  to  either  inferior  quality  or  unfitness  of  food* 


The  following  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee 
who  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  warn  firms  concerned  that 
repetition  of, the  offence  would  result  in  legal  proceedings 
being  taken® 

Piece  of  tin  in  cooked  meat | 

Contents  of  tin  of  fruit  cocktail  mouldy % 

Stone  in  fruit  cake* 

The  following  matters  were  investigated  hy  the  public 
health  inspectors  who  were  satisfied  that? either  no  offence 
had  been  committed ?  or  that  firms  responsible  had  taken  all 
possible  steps  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  offence  and 
.  that  legal  proceedings  were  not  justified* 

Tin  of  salmon  containing  magnesium  sulphate  crystals 3 
Alleged  unfit  meat  sandwich  from  cafe^ 

Alleged  unfit  packet  of  ’Ostermilk*  °9 
Stale  churn  of  milk* 


FOOD  SHOPS 

The  following  tabulated  list  gives  the  number  of  the 
various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough. 


Bakers  and  bakehouses 
Cafes  . 

Grocers  and  General  Mixed  Stores  * 
Greengrocers  . 

Fishmonger 
Fried  Fish  Shops 

Butchers  •  0000000000000800000000000000* 

Food  Factories 
Licensed  Promises  and  Registered  Clubs. 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  *  *  *  0  * .  .  0 . .  * .  0 » * 
3^-  ^ — '  L  S  '  l  9/  il>  jL  O 

Confectioners  aooaooooooo»eo»«o*oooo®ao 


000000005*0000000 

00000900000  oooooooo»*»»oo6oooeoo 

0000a 

ocooooooeooooooooooooooae 
fcj  90oooocooooeoo»oooo«©6*ooPQ 
aooooooeooooao.aOooe** 
oooooooo«**oo*«oo 

*ooooooo»»ooooeooooooooo 


11 

11 

59 

10 

5 

13 
24 

6 

62 

2 

31 

14 
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Food  Hygiene 

Food  Hygiene  can  always  be  improved* When  one  considers 
the  standards  of  twenty  years  ago  and  compares  them  with 
those  appertaining  in  the  present  day  food  shop  and  food 
processing  fact ory5 the  change  is  apparent.  Stainless  steel 
and  easily  cleansed  laminated  plastic  work  surfaces  are  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception.  Most  food  is  now  pre¬ 
wrapped  9  throughout  the  town  shops  are  gradually  being 
modernised*  Yet ?  despite  the  improvements  to  buildings 
and  equipment  there  still  remains  the  risk  of  food  poisoning 
should  food  be  handled  in  an  unhygienic  manner.  Through¬ 
out  the  year  9  inspections  were  concentrated  on  premises  where 
open  food  is  handled?  i.e.  cafes?  butchers?  shops?  restaurants? 
food  processing  factories?  bakeries  etc.  for  it  is  in  these 
type  of  premises  where  the  risk  is  greatest.  Education  of 
the  food  handler  continues  to  the . inspectors  best  weapon  in 
his  struggle  to  improve  standards,  Turing  the  year  contraven¬ 
tion  of  regulations  found  to  exist  in  a  bakery  wore  reported 
to  committee?  but  legal  proceedings  were  not  taken. 


Market  stalls  received  regular  inspections.  The  Food 
Hygiene  (Markets?  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations? 
19 66  have  certainly  raised  standards  on  the  outdoor  market 
but  I  am  sure  that  there  is  still  room  for  improvement . 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations?  19^0 


(i)  Number  of  premises  to  which  the  regulations  apply  . .  205 

(ii)  Number  of  above  fitted  to  comply  with  regulation 

16  (wash-basins  )  ooococwaoooeoooooooooooooooooaooo,  204 

(iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  regulation  19  (sinks) 

applieS  aooooc«o,aooc»,»,oooo«»9o.oaooocoa»ooao»e.,  191 

(iv)  Number  of  promises  fitted  to  comply  with  regulation 

19  ,oooooos3oo9ooooooo8oo.,»oa#oci«oooeooo«&eeeoot>!>o  1  9  1 
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UNSOUND  POOD 


The  following  foodstuffs?  apart  from  meat  in  slaughter¬ 
houses?  were  found  unfit  and  surrendered* 


Tins 


Frozen  Poods 


Fruit  and  Juices 
Canned  drinks  • 

Me  at  *aoa**6aaoo66oaooo»oooo 

Pish  .9 
Vegetables  • . 

OOUP  eoo«#»90f>oooooooooooeoo 

Coffee  • o « 

Drinking  Chocolate  , 

Milk  and  Cream  .  .  »  *  0  <>  *  *  0  •  • * « 
Puddings  and  pies 


0060OO00000 

oooooeooooooo 


90099000  OOOOOOOJOOOOO 

900000000000000 


OOOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOO 


900006000 


090  OOOO  06,09 


ol p  Vegetables  *ooooo«8oooo 

5  Potato  chips  ®ooo»oooo» 

"1  P  2  Pi  sh  *000«00000»000009*1 

0  ”J  P  ruit  »0©0000000000»009 

240  Meat  and  meat  products *1 

16  Pastry  oe»aooeoooi>aoeoa 

8  Cheeseburgers  •o0o0oo00 

4  Ice  Cream  •ooeooosoocoe 

25  Orange  Juice  , .  •  0  * e . • *  0 

32  CakeS  aooooaooocooaoooe  29 

M OUS  SO  *c»oaooooeo9eoo*  2  74 

1 ,419  Complete  dinners  •  000*  14 

Pi  OS  •99999000000909099  39  2 

Chickens  and  ducks  • • „ •  54 


482  pkts. 
182 
,656 

17 

,246 
137 
1 

23 

18  cans 


II 

It 

M 

It 

II 

II 

I? 


Various 


96«00<»9000000  OOOOOCOOOOO 


900090000000000  000 


OOOOOOfrOOOOOOOOOOOOC 


000000000000 


0G3?OQrflS  0  •  0  o  0  O  O'O  0 

Dried  fruit 
Salt 

Dried  Mint 
Custard  powder 
Flour  &  cornflour 
Lard 

Chicken  fat  * 

Rice  OO9OCO000 

Tea  . 

Mg at  90900*000 
Confectionery 

Pish  900909090 

Cockles 
Coffee  0 
Pickles  » o  o  0  o  o 
Jellies  996000 
Lollies  •  9  0  9  9  o 
Cooking  oil  • 


OOOO  OOOOOOOO 


600(10000000000009 


107  pkts. 

5  " 


90000000060600 


OOOOOOCOOOQ 


tl 

!! 

tl 


00000000000 


00000000000 


9  0  0  0 

o  o  o 

0  0  0  9 

9  O  •  9 


o  o  o  0  o  o 


000000 


0  0  0  9  0  0 


900000000000 


00090  0000909 


0  0  9  0  0  0 


0  0  9  9 

9  0  0  0 

0  9  9  0 

0  9  0  0 

OOOO 

0  9  0  0 


0  0  0  0  9 


90000000000 


00000990000 


0009 

0  9  9  9 

0  9  0  0 

0  0  0  9 

OOOO 

00  CO 

0  0  9# 


15 
75 

1 

178  lbs 
1  " 

.  1,200  " 

5  " 

JL  n 

4 

14  " 

1  " 
67i  " 

60  " 

II 


0090000000090000 


1 

1  jar 

74 

2 

1  bottle 


ANIMAL  FOOD  FACTORY 


Constant  surveillance  is  maintained  over  the  receipt  and 
processing  of  meat?  offal  and  trimmings  at  a  modem  pet  animal 
food  factory* 
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ICE  CREAM 


9 6  premises  are  registered  under  Section  1 6,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act ?  1955.  2  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale 

and  94  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream* 

13  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  with  the  following  resultss- 

Grade  I  . .  » « * «,  *  11 

Grade  II  .  0 * » o ©  1 

Grade  III  •  0  0  ©  0  1 

Grade  IV  ©  •  »  0 © »  0 


CLEAR  AIR  ACT 


Luring  the  year  there  were  no  serious  contraventions 
of  the  act*  Occasionally,  however,  when  smoke  emissions  from 
factory  chimneys  become  noticeable,  visits  were  made  to 
boilerhouses  and  advice  given  to  factory  operators  in  order 
to  prevent  any  nuisances  occurring* 


Industrials 
Furnaces  (Section  3) 


(a) 

U) 

(c) 

(a) 


©o»Qoo»ooi>»ooe©ooeo<?» 


ooaooooos* 


notifications  received 
applications  for  prior  approval  * 
number  of  cases  in  which  alterations  were 
required  » 

number  of  applications  granted 


00000000000000©00003i>00«)(>000000*0 

0000000000003 


11 

11 

1 

11 


Height  of  Chimneys 


(a)  number  of  plans  submitted  showing  new 

OhimneyS  t»oooo090ooo9<j»oo»©oooooooooaooo 

(b)  number  of  cases  in  v/hich  alterations  were 

required 

(c)  number  approved 


oooooe>oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

00000000  000000000000  0000000$ 


3 

1 

3 
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HOUSING 


Clearance 

The  full  impact  of  the  accelerated  slum  clearance 
programme  on  which  the  Council  embarked  the  previous  year 
was  felt  throughout  the  year.  In  January  the  Public 
Inquiry  was  held  on  the  Bedford  Street  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  and  this  was  followed  by  Public  Inquiries  in  May, 

June,  September  and  October  on  the  Duke  Street/Princo 
Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  Sandy land  Street  Compul¬ 
sory  Purchase  Order,  Elizabeth  -‘-orraco/Ramnoth  Road  Clearance 
Order  and  the  Loverington  Road  No.  3  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  respectively * 

Inspections  of  properties  listed  on  the  Council’s 
clearance  programme  were  continued  and  19  areas  wer e 
represented  to  the  Council. 

The  amended  compensation  provisions  included  in  the 
1969  Housing  Act  had  a  remarkable  effect  on  the  proceedings 
at  the  Public  Inquiry  into  the  Bedford  Street  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  in  January.  The  effect  of  the  nev/  legisla¬ 
tion  was  to  increase  the  amount  of  compensation  payable  to 
owners  of  unfit  houses,  particularly  to  owner/occupiers, 
but  the  date  on  which  this  amendment  was  to  take  effect 
was  from  2 3rd  April,  1968  -  the  day  after  the  Clearance 
Areas  included  in  the  Bedford  Street  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  had  been  represented. 

As  might  be  expected  when  the  realisation  of  how  this 
piece  of  legislation  was  to  affect  the  owners  of  properties 
in  the  Bedford  Street  area,  a  spate  of  objections  were  made 
and  "full  house"  boards  were  needed  at  the  Inquiry.  Despite 
the  many  vociferous  objections  and  the  pleas  for  the  compen¬ 
sation  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  new  legislation, 
the  Minister  eventually  confirmed  the  Order  in  June  with  a 
good  many  modifications  but  the  Order  was  implemented  under 
old  legislation. 

Subsequent  Inquiries  were  held  in  comparative  peaceful 
serenity  -  quite  obviously  by  reason  of  the  adjustment  of 
compensation  to  owner /occupiers. 

An  additional  step  was  taken. to  smooth  out  the  removal 
of  occupants  from  unfit  dwellings.  Tenants  may  in  future 
receive  a  payment  up  to  £20s0s0  towards  removal  expenses  to 
a  council  house  calculated  as  follows s- 
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Housing 

Clearance  c ont 1 d  « •  0  .  # » 

(1)  Removal  contractors  account  in  full 5 

(2)  Two  thirds  of  individual  additional  items  of 

expenditure  necessarily  incurred  as  a  result 
of  removal^ 

-  subject  to  the  total  contribution  by  the  Council  in  any 
one  case  not  exceeding  £20s0s0„ 

In  order  to  alleviate  the  special  circumstances  when 
an  owner /occupier  wishes  to  move  from  and  dispose  of  his 
house  in  a  projected  clearance  area9  the  Council  take  steps 
to  acquire  the  property  in  advance  of  requirements-  There 
is  usually  no  purpose  in  trying  to  re-let  such  properties ? 
the  houses  are  closed  until  such  time  as  the  area  is 
demolished- 

It  is  abundantly  apparent  that  there  has  been  an 
caning  of  the  local  housing  situation*  Potential  council 
tenants  now  expect  to  be  offered  accommodation  equivalent 
to  the  Parker  Morris  Standard-  By  this  rule  a  decision 
was  taken  to  secure  the  vacation  of  Nos-  5-11  New  Street# 
Those  properties  wore  purchased  some  few  years  ago  and  it 
was  intended  to  improve  them*  Similar 5  but  slightly  better 
houses  Nos*  9-14  Colding  Street  will  bo  retained  for  a 
few  years  without  improvements* 

The  gross  impact  of  accelerated  clearance  became 
apparent  at  a  time  of  high  interest  rates  in  the  money 
market e  The  council 9  therefore 9  directed  a  review  of  the 
rate  of  clearance*  It  was  decided  to  adhere  to  the  programme 
of  houses  scheduled  to  bo  represented  up  to  the  end  of  1970? 
thereafter  the  outstanding  areas  to  be  represented  between 
Juno  1971  and  September  1974  -  an  extension  of  two  years* 

Adequate  building  land  is  in  hand  to  ensure  the  future 
housing  needs  of  the  Borough  can  be  met  as  required* 

There  has  been  a  slight ’ increase  in  the  number  of 
houses  used  for  multiple  occupation*  Many  tenancies  consist 
of  only  one  person*  In  the  near  future 5  I  hope  that  the 
council  will  consider  making  provision  in  their  housing 
programme  for  self-contained  units  for  single  persons* 


-28- 


Housing 

Clearance  cont’d 


The  following  Orders  were  made  during  the  years- 


Wishech  (Sandyland  Street  Area)  Compulsory 
Tur chas e  Order 9  19  69  ««aoo*o»eo.»o(><>o«oo,. 

Wisbech  (Elizabeth  Terrace/Ramnoth  Road) 

C 1  e ar anc e  0 r d er 9  1 9 6 9  •«oo*o,,»»o,oooooo. 

Wisbech  (Ramnoth  Road)  Clearance  Order ? 


1969  .. 


ooooooooooeoooooe»o*,«oo»t»o«»oe««» 


Wisbech  (Leverington  Road  No,  l)  Clearance 
Order ?  1 9^9 


OOOOOOOC  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO# 


,Wisbech  (Leverington  Road  No.  2)  Clearance 
Order  9  1 9^9 


ftooooooooooooooeooooooeoeoooo 


Wisbech  (Leverington  Road  No.  3)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  9  1969  <* 


o  0  c  ©ooooooooooooooo 


42  houses 


23  houses 


2  houses 


4  houses 

6  houses 


7  houses 


Wisbech 
Order  9 


(West  Street) 

1  9-9  «e>soeoeo 


Compulsory  Purchase 


13  houses 


Wisbech  (Norfolk  Street)  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order  9  1969  » « « ,  e , » . .  •  • , , .  •  •  •  •  <> .  . .  48  houses 


Also  within  clearance 
Orders  were  5  unfit  houses 


areas  associated  with  the  above 
owned  by  the  borough  Council 


Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  remaining 
excluding  those  in  declared  areas  •••••••  260 


Number  of  years  necessary  to  deal  with  the 
above  houses  . • . 


eoosoaoo9oooe*09o«o«o9eo# 


5 


Applicants  on  waiting  list  at  end  of  year,  275 


Houses  completed  in  1969s 
Y/isbech  Corporation  ,,00 
Private  enterprise  • . . . « 
Almshouses  ,oooooaoc®ooo 


0  0  9  0  0  0  0 

OOOOOOO 

9  •  n  0  o  o  o 


106 

55 

1 6 


Total  post  war  houses  completed  ......... .2040 
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Housing 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  elsewhere 

Return  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1969 


S  A*  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Houses  1  Displaced  during 
demolished  |  year 


In  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas 

Persons 

Families 

Houses  unfit  for  human  hahitation 

28 

233 

1 

89 

Included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange¬ 
ment 

1 

19 

8 

On  land  acquired  under  Sec*  43(2) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

4 

40 

18 

Hot  in  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Secs*  1 6  or  1 7 ( 1 ) 
Housing  Act ,  1957 

8 

19 

6 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  cer¬ 
tified  unfit  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

1 

3 

1 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts 

1 

TOTALS 

. :  

42 

314 

!'  122 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

i 

Under  Secs*  16(4)?  1 7( 1 )  and  j 

35(0  Housing  Act 9  1957  and  j 

26  Housing  Act,  1961  | 

4 

8  1 

4 

Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Sec*  1 8 9  Housing  Act, 

1957 

0 

0 

< 

j 

0  1 

C*  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES 
IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  'REMEDIED 

By 

Owner 

•By  Local 
[Authority 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

0 

0 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Health 
Acts 

; 

0 

0  i 

After  formal  notice  under  Secs.  9  and 
l6.  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

0  i 

i 

p 

Housing 

Clearance  cont’d 
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Demolition  of  unfit  houses  took  place  at  - 
Clearance  Areas  -  (30*)  33 

17A  Bedford  Street 

2, 4*6, 8, 10, 12, 14,16,18, 20, 22, 24,26, 28, 30,32, 34  Duke  Street 

9,10,11,12  Marsh  Walk 

24925,26927  Park  Street 

17? 1 8 , 20 ,21  Silver  Street 

3,4,5  Bide  Street 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

( a )  F or ma 1  Act ion  -  ( 4  * )  9 

34  Bedford  Street 
10,11  Cannon  Street 
20  Chase  Street 
The  Laurels ,  Elm  Low  Road 
Rear  Marmion  House ,  Lynn  Road 
Wooden  Bungalow,  Newbridge  Lane 
Coalwharf  Cottage ,  South  Brink 
2  West  Parade 

(b)  Informal  Action  -  (ll*)  26 

8,9/10,11  Albion  Place 
1,2, 3,4  Clarkes  Yard 
20,21 ,22  North  Street 

5.6.798.9.10  North  Terrace 

5.6.7.8.9.10  Ruby  Street 
8l  Tinkers  Drove 

3,4,5  West  Parade 

*  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1968a 


Improvement  of  Dwellings 

The  year  has  boon  reasonably  active  in  dealing  with 
and  encouraging  individual  cases.  The  council  were  very 
active-  in  proceeding  to  deal  with  Area  Improvement  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1964  but  no  new  areas  fell  to  be  dealt 
with  during  the .past  two  years  pending  clarification  of 
new  legislation.  Much  of  the  work  was  devoted  towards 
the  provision  of  essential  amenities  in  houses  which "have 
an  expected  life  of  less  than  thirty  years.  The  age, 
character,  structure  and  environment  of  such  houses  within 
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Housing 

Improvement  of  dwellings  cont 1 d  *  *  0 o •  « 

the  Borough  dictate  the  motive  in  encouraging  essential 
amenities  but  avoiding  full  discretionary  grants* 

The  antiquated  parts  of  Wisbech  which  give  the  town 
its  character  will  present  a  major  problem  before  the 
turn  of  the  century*  The  Crescent  Area  and  South  Brink 
Area  have  become  predominently  used  for  commercial 
purposes  and,  one  would  expect  the  situation  to  be  kept 
under  control*  The  Georgian  properties  fronting  the 
North  Brink  have  mixed  commercial  and  residential  users 
but  unless  the  structures  can  be  fully  maintained  and 
designed  to  provide  modern  houses  deterioration  may  become 
more  marked*  This  will  be  so  if  the  buildings  become  more 
used  as  houses  in  multiple  occupation.  It  is  proposed  to 
implement  a  Town  Scheme  to  preserve  these  Georgian  features 
under  The  Civic  Amenities  Act?  but  my  concern  is  that  funds 
from  statutory  sources  mentioned  in  the  Act  will  only  be 
available  to  maintain  the  facades.  Heavier  expenditure 
must ?  therefore?  be  expected  to  fall  on  the  local  authority 
to  ensure  the  continuity  of  acceptable  homes. 

The  Council  has  had  only  a  small  quota  of  money 
available  for  Housing  Act  Advances.  Such  funds  have  been 
quickly  taken  up  and  used  by  owner/occupiers  from  clearance 
areas  or  council  house  tenants  to  purchase  the  type  of 
house  with  an  expected  life  of  less  than  thirty  years. 

Standard  Grants 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  on 
grants  during  the  years- 

Applications  received  . . .  <.  *  •  • .  •  •  •  *  * .  * .  •  *  28 

Applications  passed  *»ao©co©o»o*o©raeo«*  2*7 

Applications  rejected  -  unfit  *  *  * .  *  *  *  *  * .  0 

Applications  withdrawn  . .  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * o  *  .  * .  •  •  0 


Cases  in  which  work  was  completed  and  the  grant  paid§- 
30  applications  for  a  total  of  £4*463*1086# 


Amenities  provided  with  the  aid  of  grants s- 


QQOOOOQQCQOoCQOOOO 


<•0600000000 


Bathrooms 
Wash-hand  basins 
Hot  water  systems  *  *  *  *  .  *  *  * .  • 
Int ernaj.  w*  0  ^  s  oooo©ooocooao 

LarderS  aoocoooooooo'ionooooo 


000000000090 

00  00  00000000 

ooooooooooeo 

00©00*000000 

•  000  00000009 


18 

19 

24 

28 

10 


Hous ing 

Discretionary  Grants 
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During  the  year  1  application  for  a  discretionary 
grant  was  received  and  approved  hut  the  work  was  not 
commenced  at  the  year  end. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

\ 

No  common  lodging  house  is  available  in  tho  area# 
Almshouses 


Two  separate  developments  in  progress  will  provide 
most  modern  homes  for  the  agod9  sponsored  by  charitable 
institutions.  It  is  anticipated  that  all  the  old  type 
of  almshouses  will  cease  to  be  used  during  the  next  twelve 
months • 

Rent  Act9  1957 

Little  use.  has  been  made  of  the  above  Act ?  that  is9 
since  the  initial  opening  stages.  An  effective  rent  measure 
is  contained  in  the  Housing  Act  9  19^9  to  allow  private  land¬ 
lords  to  secure  fair  rents, for  those  fit  houses  which  contain 
all  the  standard  amenities# 


CARAVANS 


Residential 


There  are  five  licensed  sites  within  the  Borough# 

Ingleborough  Site9  Osborn  Road  -  20  vans 

Poplar  Site9  Osborn  Road  -  6  vans 

Broadway  Site9  Osborn  Road  -  41  vans 

The  Grove  Site9  Magazine  Lane  -  43  vans 

Lickings  Drove  Site  -  4  vans 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  allowed  the 
appeal  against  the  refusal  to  extend  planning  permission  at 
Ingleborough  Caravan  site  subject  to  the  condition  that  the 
use  should  cease  and  caravans  removed  from  the  site  not  later 
than  21st  March*  1971*  The  Minister1  s  decision  is9  however*, 
without  prejudice  to  the  submission  of  an  application  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  use  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  site  for  a  reduced 
number  of  caravans • ,  The  caravan  site  licence  was9  therefore* 
amended  accordingly. 


Caravans 

Residential  contfd 
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Residential  sites  within  the  Borough  Bring  endless 
social  problems  to  tho  area-  Not  more  than  10$  of  persons 
occupying  caravans  in  the  Borough  do  so  Because  they  wish 
to-  The  resultant  90$  make  a  poor  attempt  to  maintain  a 
reasonable  standard  of  living  in  temporary  houses*  In  my 
opinion  there  is  need  only  for  a  site  of  ono  dozen  residen¬ 
tial  caravans  Beyond  1979*  How  to  secure  an  effective  run 
down  is  not  easy  to  plan  except  By  way  of  the  Council  pur¬ 
chasing  the  sites.  In  order  to  retard  the  speed  By  which 
families  could  Bo  rehoused  from  caravans  tho  Housing  Committee 
require  a  waiting  period  of  l8  months  Before  the  name  of  a 
caravan  dweller  may  appear  on  the  Housing  Waiting  List. 

Itinerant  Caravans 


There  has  Been  no  let  up  in  the  number  of  incidents 
involving  itinerant  caravan  families  requiring  the  attention 
of  the  inspectors*  Tho  problem  is  chronic  and  continues 
despite  the  improvement  envisaged  By  the  Caravans  Act ,  1968. 

Luring  the  year  discussions  on  the  problem  were  held 
with  the  Cambs.  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council  and  the  need 
for  a  site  for  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  in  the  Wisbech  area 
has  Been  accepted.  A  proposal  was  made  as  to  the  location  of 
such  a  site  and  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  fringe  of  the  Borough 
was  earmarked  for  this  purpose.  The  County  Council  are  to 
acquire  tho  land?  provide  the  site  and  from  thereon  the 
Borough  Council  will  manage  the  day  to  day  running  of  the 
site.  . 

Most  complainants  seek  action  to  move  van  dwellers  from 
a  particular  site  where  their  presence  .mars  tho  peaceful 
scene  and  all  too  often  gives  rise  to  nuisance.  At  present 
pressures  are  Brought  to  Bear  to  move  them  on  and  within  a 
few  days  the  cycle  re-commencos  with  another  complaint. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  essential  that  an  authorised  site 
for  itinerants  Be  set  up  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Some  members  visited  authorised  sites  provided  By 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  where  achievements  and  problems 
were  seen  at  first  hand. 
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FAC10RIES 

Several  visits  were  made  to  premises  and  houses  in  which 
work  is  carried  out* 

Factories  Act,  1937  ~  1959 


(l)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health* 


Premises 

Number  on 

Inspec  j 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

-tie, ns 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Secs*  1?2?3?4  and  6  are 
to  he  enforced  hy  the 
local  authority  • . .  *  0  0 « 

7 

5 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  ( 1 )  in  which 

.  •  t  » 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authority  .  <>  » » » . . 

111 

12 

1 

— 

(3)  Other , premises  in 
which  Sec#  7  is  enforced 
by  the  local  authority 

• 

> 

( excluding  outworkers 
premises )  «.oo»«o©ooao. 

... 

2 

1- 

■ 

TOTALS 

123 

! 

19 

■M*  -  — -  -  r. 

1 

I 

(2)  Outwork 


Nature  of 
j  Work 

V  ;  '  J 

■No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list 

« 

. 

No©  of 

cases 

of  de¬ 
fault  in 
sending 
list  to 
Council 

!No.  of 
Prose¬ 
cutions 
for  fail 
-ing  to 
supply 
list 

No*  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Making  of 
wearing 

2 

_ 

apparel 

j  Stringing 

f  Labels 

1 

65 

:  . 

; 

- . 

1 

.   -  i 

■ 

1 
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non-industrial  PREMISES 


Offices 9  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act ?  19^3 

An  analyses  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  remedied 
during  the  year  is  set  out  belows- 


•  oooooo'fooooaoo^oooooooo  o  o  o  o 


aooooooooooe 


409  9  0000909060 


009000009 


9  0  0 


Abstract  of  act 

Lack  of  cleanliness  in  premises 
Evidence  of  rooms  overcrowded 
Absence  of  effective  provision  for  securing 
and  maintaining  a  reasonable  temperature  0 . 
Lack  of  ventilation  » <>  © » » » *  a » •  <>  © » ©  o « o  © » « » » o © 
Insufficient  natural  or  artificial  lighting© 
Insufficient  and  lack  of  cleanliness  in 
relation  to  sanitary  convenience 
Absence  of  accessible  washing  facilities 
Absence  of  conveniently  accessible  supply 
of  drinking  water 

Lack  of  accommodation  for  clothing 
Need  of  suitable  facilities  for  sitting 
Need  to ; provide  alternative  type  of  seats 
Lack  of  eating  facilities  in  shop  premises  » 
Repairs  and  maintenance  required  to  floors 9 
stairs  and  passages  o««»o*«oe©oo*««oo©o*<»®* 
Fencing  required  to  exposed  machinery 
Need  to  provide  first  aid  equipment 


900006900 


9  6  9  0 


9  9 


49960600 


12 

0 

0 

5 

1 

11 

7 

10 

o 

1 

o 

4 

0 

12 

0 

4 


Investigations  were  carried  out  into  three  accidents 
but  legal  action  was  not  considered  necessary* 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Routine  work  has  been  carried  out  by  two  workmen 
employed  jointly  as  rodent  oper at ives/s ewermen©  The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  advise  when  difficulties  are 
met  during  treatment© 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  each  year  during  the 
summer  months?  more  and  more  complaints  are  received  in 
the  department  concerning  infestations  of  ants.  It  may 
be?  of  course?  that  a  greater  number  of  people  are  becoming 
aware  that  the  department  offers  free  treatment  to  deal  with 
the  nuisance. 
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Rodcnt  Control  cont 1 d  .  .  0 . .  * 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act?  1949 
Return  for  the  year  1969 


j 

Type  of  Property 

Hon- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

(l)  Humber  of  properties  in 

local  authorities  districts 

7s  167 

98 

(2)  Total  number  of  proper- 

< 

ties  inspected  as  a  result 

< 

of  notifications 

291 

13 

Humber  infested  bys  ^a"^S 

247 

11 

luce 

44 

2 

(3)  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  for  rats  and/ 
or  mice  for  reasons  other 

■ 

than  notifications 

390 

6 

Rp  fc< 

Humber  infested  bys  ,T. 

0  Mice 

> .  ■  — ■ — . 

2 

3 

O  O 

WISBECH  FORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


Routine  inspections  of  cargo  vessels  arriving  at  the  port 
were  made  during  the  year  to  determine  whether  they  held  a 
valid  Deratting  Certificate  as  demanded  by  the  International 
Sanitary  Regulations  and?  in  many  cases?  an  inspection  of  the 
crews  quarters  was  also  undertaken*,  In  cases  where  the  certifi¬ 
cate  had?  or  was  about  to  expire?  new  certificates  were  issued 
following  a  thorough  examination  of  the  vessel.  Ten  Deratting 
Exemption  Certificates  were  issued. 
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Y/isbech  Port 

Health 

Authority  contTd 

0  0  e 

Amount 

of  shipping  entering 

the  district  during  the  year. 

Ships  from 

Humber 

Tonnage 

Humber 

inspected 

Number  of  ships 

by  the 

P.H.Io 

by  the  reported  as  hav- 
M.0.H.  ing?  or  having 

had  ?  during  voy- 

Foreign 

Ports 

235 

45,465  N.R. 
86,919  Cargo 

121 

Nil 

age?  infectious 

disease  on  board 

Nil 

Coastwise 

53 

14,872  1T.R. 
39,604  Cargo 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

288 

60,337  N.R. 
126,523  Cargo 

137 

Nil 

•  Nil 

Charactor  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year. 

.  ‘  > 

Passenger  Traffics  Eumber  of  passengers  -  Inwards  • • 9  Nil 

-  Outwards  <.  *  Nil 

Cargo  Traffics  Principal  Imports  §  Petroleum?  potash? 

timber?  grain  and 
fertilisers  * 

Principal  Export ss  Peas?  bricks  and 

beans • 

Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive s 

Immingham?  PLotterdam?  Amsterdam?  Antwerp?  Hamburg? 

Kristinenstad?  Aarhus?  Gdansk?  Cuxhaven?  Meppel?  Bremen 

and  Y/ismar . 


During  the  year  a  serious  problem  arose  within  the  port 
caused  by  the  handling  of  cargoes  of  a  dusty  nature* 

This  problem?  which  had  not  been  solved  at  the  year  end? 
arose  from  the  handling  of  grain  and  cereal  cargoes  by  Messrs'* 
Huckle  and  Loader  Limited*  The  company  came  to  Y/isbech  some  3 
years  ago  and  acquired  land  and  buildings  fronting  the  river 
at  the  town  ond  of  the  quay  and  flanked  on  each  side  by 
residential  property*  Since  the  arrival  of  the  firm  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  to  existing 
buildings  to  adapt  them  for  grain  storage  and  new  silos  and 
mechanical  grain  handling  plant  has  been  installed. 
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Wisbech  Port  Health  Authority  cont 1  d  . .  • » .  • 

Some  of  the  cargoes  handled  have  heon  extremely  dirty 
and  whilst  some  dust  can  he  expected  from  handling  this  type  of 
material,  the  dusty  conditions  at  times, proved  to  he  intolerable . 
Nuisance  also  occurred  during.the  loading  of  hulk  grain 
vehicles  on  the  same  promises* 

As  a  result  of  a  particular  had  instance  during  the 
month  of  August-  the  company  were  notified  of  the  nuisance 
and  that  the  matter  would  he  reported  to  the  Health  Committee. 
This  resulted  in  meetings  between  the  management  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  tho  Port  and  Health  Committees  who, together ,  tried 
to  work  out  a  satisfactory  solution.  This  proved  extremely 
difficult,  hut  modifications  of  the  mechanical  handling  plant 
were  eventually  promised.  Tho  problem  has  proved  a  particularly 
hard  one  for  the  Borough  Council  to  deal  with  for  it  highlights 
their  conflicting  interests.  On  tho  one  hand,  as  the  Port 
Authority  they  are  anxious  to  foster  trade ,  whilst  on  tho  other, 
the  local  Health  Authority,  they  are  also- anxious  to  have  the, 
nuisances  abated  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  tho  area. 
Turing  the  year  barley  grits  became  a  fashionable  cargo.  It 
was  possible  to  circumvent  import  duty  regulations ■ by  importing 
barley  in  a  crushed  form  as  animal  feeding  stuffs,  rather  than 
as  barley  grain  when  it  was  regarded  as  for  human  consumption. 
Barley  grits  probably  cause  the  biggest  dust  nuisances  and 
it  seems  unfortunate- that  the  inhabitants  of  tho  port  area 
suffered  inconvenience  and  nuisance  as  a  result  of  financial 
manipulations • 

Fertiliser  and  similar  products  being  off-loaded  on  to 
waiting  motor  vehicles  have  also  been  the  source  of  nuisance, 
particularly  in  times  of  high  wind,  when  dust  spilling  from 
the  grabs  has  been  carried  across  the  river  and  given  rise  to 
complaints  from  householders  in  the  vicinity.  It  can  be  antici¬ 
pated  that,  when  the  proposed  factory  development  takes  place 
on  land  adjacent  to  Nene  Parade,  the  problem  will  become  more 
acute. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  situation  could  be 
resolved  except  by  an  entirely  new  method  of  handling  these 
commodities • 

Turing  the  year  a  new  scheme  was  agreed  for  the  improvement 
of  welfare  amenities  on  the  port  area.  Negotiations  were  well 
advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


. 
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